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We Gather...  
Happy New Year! As a 

community of faith we are 

committed to a bold vision 

of working together to 

build a future which is:  

¶ grounded in our faith,  

¶ filled with compassion,  

¶ inspired and committed 

in action to the broader 

community, and  

¶ alive and relevant in a 

rapidly changing world.  

We embrace this vision 

because we are dedicated 

to sharing Godôs abundant 

love provided to us. While 

many mainline churches 

are shrinking their budgets 

and congregations, we 

stand at a place where we 

have built a strong founda-

tion of hope and commit-

ment to an active future. 

We are looking forward to 

a bright and exciting year.    

We are grateful to those 

who have made a contribu-

LOOKING  AHEAD :  

[ JAN. 21: N EW MEMBERS CLASS, 

11:30 AM 

[ JAN. 28: A NNUAL MEETING , 

11:45 AM; S EACOAST CHORAL CON-

CERT, 3 PM 

[ FEB. 4: N EW MEMBERS CLASS, 

11:30 AM 

[ FEB. 5: F AMILIES  FIRST  FOOD DROP

- OFF, 3 PM 

[ FEB. 8: MONSOON WEDDING , 

9:30 AM 

[ FEB. 11: ñIMMIGRATION  101,ò 

11:30 AM 

[ FEB. 14: A SH WEDNESDAY              

VESPERS, 6 PM 

[ FEB. 18: SHADOWS  FALL NORTH, 

4PM 

[ FEB. 24: P REPARED TO SERVE, 

8AM, PEMBROKE 

tion through a pledge com-

mitment to financially sup-

port our exciting programs 

for 2018. Our annual cam-

paign raised $246,000.00, 

which is a strong step, but 

still below our budget ob-

jective for this coming 

year. Our annual giving 

represents the major reve-

nue stream that allows us 

to meet our program and 

operating expenses.  To 

avoid a projected shortfall 

in meeting our 2018 budg-

et, we can either add addi-

tional funds, or cut funding 

to programs.  There are no 

other options.  

As a faith community in 

the midst of a transition, it 

is important for us to make 

a commitment to keep 

moving forward with our 

bold vision. To those who 

may not have pledged, 

your contributions will 

make a huge difference.   

If each family or individual 

who has already pledged 

increases their pledges by 

just 15% (or more) we will 

be able to fund our 2018 

programs! Our collective 

efforts will help us continue 

our congregationôs excep-

tional spiritual growth, 

charity, social justice, mu-

sic, and educational pro-

grams. We need your com-

mitment by March 15, 

2018 to have an impact on 

2018 programs.  

Together we can continue 

to develop our amazing 

potential to be a bold and 

dynamic faith community.  

Thank you for your 

thoughtful commitment to 

our shared vision!  

Sincerely, Maggie Morrison, 

Council Vice Chair; Hugh 

Tyler, Council Chair; Chuck 

Hotchkiss, Incoming Council 

Vice Chair; Don Smith, 

Stewards  

Annual Meeting: Sunday, January 28, 2018, 11:45am  

Each year our church meets to hear about the work and vision of the 

congregation, elect new leadership, vote on the annual budget and 

recommit to work, service, and witness in the coming year. All 

church members and friends are encouraged to attend after worship 

on Jan. 28th in the Sanctuary.  

The 2017 Annual Report and budget recommendations for 2018                

will be available electronically on our website or in hard copy outside 

the church office.  
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FEEDING  THE HUNGRY 

The Giving Tree:                                               

A Reflection of the Christmas Spirit  
We asked and you gave.  

You delivered an impres-

sive pile of presents to the 

church office that included 

toys, clothing and house-

hold items. These gifts 

filled 8 large bags to over-

flowing.  Then there were 

the gift cards for groceries, 

gas, pharmacy items, hair 

cuts, and more which to-

taled $2340.  

Your generosity meant that 

struggling families and in-

Families First  
Community Church               

provides dinner for Family 

Fun Night on the first Mon-

day of every month. We will 

provide our next meal on 

February 5th. The menu 

will be: Chicken and Rice 

Casserole (recipe provided 

or your own), rolls, green 

salad, milk, fruit and cook-

ies or bars for dessert. We 

ask for contributions in 

each category to serve ten. 

The sign -up sheet is on the 

wall in Fellowship Hall. 

Please drop off food by 3pm 

on February 5th.  

Thank you for your contin-

ued generosity!  

dividuals being served by 

Haven, My Friends Place, 

Crossroads House and Pas-

tor Jillôs Discretionary Fund 

had a gift under the tree 

this Christmas and a help-

ing hand into the new year.  

Staff at these organizations 

were touched and so grate-

ful for the out -pouring from 

Community Church. A staff 

member at My Friendôs 

Place peeked into one bag 

and exclaimed with delight 

over the two beautiful 

sweaters that had been do-

nated. They were the per-

fect gift for two little girls 

currently living in transition-

al housing. Thank you, 

thank you, thank you for 

being caring people willing 

to shine a light into the dark 

places in our community.  

The Giving Tree Team:  

Donna Simpson, Carla            

Wilson, and Brenda Sargent  

News from the Green Team  

Want to lessen your carbon footprint?  

NH Public Utilities Commis-

sion has a web site that 

shows many of the power 

supply options that Ever-

source, NH Electric Coop, 

Unitil, and Liberty provide 

from alternative sources, 

including non fossil - fuel 

sources. This allows the 

comparison of the cost of 

power from various 

sources.   

To reach the site, go to 

www.puc.state.nh.us, click 

on Comparison Shopping, 

then on Compare Competi-

tive Electric Rates, then on 

Residential and your         

supplier. The choices 

shown on the site are pro-

vided voluntarily by the 

suppliers, so not all choices 

may be shown at a given 

time. Typically, the rates 

are locked in for 6 -24 

months and may automati-

cally renew at a variable, 

and potentially higher, 

rate.  You should have a 

copy of your monthly bill to 

compare the price, listed 

as the power portion of 

your bill, to the options on 

the web site. If you have 

questions, Steve Holmgren 

(868 -1035) or John Puffer 

(659 -5469) would be glad 

to help you.  

Another way 

to reduce 

your carbon 

footprint!  
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SMALL TALK: H APPY NEW YEAR!  
Imagine: the momentum of 

2017 carries us on and into 

2018. Throughout Epiphany 

(January 6 -February 13) our 

worship, outreach, educa-

tion, and fellowship will be 

centered in the theme, ñA 

Season to Discover .ò 

You already know that Com-

munity Church of Durham is 

special. Imagine the gift of 

inviting others to discover 

that!  

In the next few months, weôll 

begin framing conversations 

around four principal ques-

tions:  

Who are we?  What does our 

space say about who we are? 

Who is our neighbor? Who is 

God calling us to be/what is 

God calling us to do?   

Consider this an invitation to 

let those questions and your 

responses percolate. As a 

primer, I offer this wonder-

ful poem by Margaret 

Wheatley. Please read it; 

then read it again! Read it 

every day this month ï and 

discover.  

Faithfully, Jill  

Pastor Jillôs office hours, subject to change when necessary, are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 

am to 3:00 pm. On Tuesdays, sheôll be at Aroma Joeôs (Main Street near the bike shop) for informal 

ñcommunity hoursò from 9:00 ï 11:00 am, then back at CCD until 3:00 pm. Other times may be arranged by 

calling the church office at 603.868.1230 or by emailing jhsmall@ccdurham.org. In case of a death, unex-

pected hospitalization, or similar emergency, you can reach Jill on her mobile phone at 603.815.2025.   

Turning to One Another  

There is no power greater than a community discovering what it cares about.  

Ask: ñWhatôs possible?ò not ñWhatôs wrong?ò  

Keep asking.  

 

Notice what you care about.  

Assume that many others share your dreams.  

 

Be brave enough to start a conversation that matters.  

Talk to people you know.  

Talk to people you donôt know. 

Talk to people you never talk to.  

 

Be intrigued by the differences you hear.  

Expect to be surprised.  

Treasure curiosity more than certainty.  

 

Invite in everybody who cares to work on whatôs possible. 

Acknowledge that everyone is an expert about something.  

Know that creative solutions come from new connections.  

 

Remember, you donôt fear people whose story you know. 

Real listening always brings people closer together.  

 

Trust that meaningful conversations can change your world.  

Rely on human goodness. Stay together.  

 

 Margaret Wheatley, Turning to One Another, 2002.  
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The Menôs Fellowship Group typically meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month                               

at 8:00 am in the Church Library.                                                                                            

All men of the community are welcome to come and discuss spiritual and other topics of interest.  

 Next meetings are 1/18, 2/1, and 2/15.  

 

ñImmigration 101ò  

Second of a Four - Part Series  

Sunday, February 11  

11:30 in the Parlor  

Why did our friends at the Maranatha UCC church leave Indonesia? Why didnôt 

they wait to come here legally? Canôt they just apply for asylum? Are they safe 

now from deportation? What does it take to become a US citizen?  

If youôre curious about the answers to these questions or just want to know 

some of the basics about immigration, please join us on February 11 after 

church (11:30 -12:30) for ñImmigration 101ò with Eva Castillo from the NH Alli-

ance for Immigrants and Refugees. This is the second of a four part series 

hosted by our Immigration Service Team. In Part One we explored the spiritual 

grounding for our work.  In Part Two we seek to ground our work in a solid un-

derstanding of immigration.   

Please join us! Come to the Parlor at 11:30 on Feb. 11. We believe this will be 

a meaningful and timely discussion.  

Seacoast Interfaith Sanc-

tuary Coalition (SISC) 

Volunteer Orientation and 

Training: On Wednesday, 

January 24, 6 -9 pm, the 

SISC will host  our first 

volunteer orientation and 

training at Dover Friends 

Meeting, 141 Central Av-

enue, Dover.  Join us to 

learn about sanctuary for 

immigrants facing deporta-

tion, and  about the many 

ways you can volunteer to 

support this important ef-

fort.   Our program will in-

clude a "Know your Rights" 

training with staff from the 

American Civil Liberties Un-

ion's NH office.   We will also 

explain the volunteer regis-

tration, screening and sched-

uling processes being devel-

oped by the SISC. Program 

includes a light supper.   

RSVP is required, so please 

contact  Maggie Fogarty  (63)

988 -7115, 

mfogarty@afsc.org.  

Seacoast Interfaith Sanctuary Coalition Orientation & 

Training Offered  
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WOMENôS BIBLE  STUDY  
Our next meeting is a 

unique day ï well into Feb-

ruary when we begin to 

think of spring, Ash 

Wednesday when we begin 

the restrictions of Lent, 

and Valentineôs Day when 

we take special moments 

out to gather and appreci-

ate our loved ones.  Join us 

at 10am in the Parlor on 

Wed., Feb.14, 2018.  

Weôll be studying Lesson 

Five of Cloud of Witness: 

In Community with the 

Tradition of the Past . This 

isnôt the most transparent 

book weôve studied over 

the years, but Pastor Jill 

has brought her wide 

knowledge to share with us 

the times and problems 

incurred by the recipients 

of the Book of Hebrews. 

We welcome you to join us 

for these special two 

hours!  

There will be a brown bag 

lunch afterwards on the 

mezzanine -  a great time 

to get caught up and better 

acquainted. Coffee, tea and 

dessert are provided; 

please plan to stay for this 

informal hour of interac-

tion.  

MOVIE  OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY 
What: Monsoon             

Wedding  

When: Thurs.,                    

Feb., 8th, 9:30am  

Where: Church Parlor  

Monsoon Wedding is a 

2001 drama film which 

depicts the romantic en-

tanglements that unfold 

during a traditional Pun-

jabi Hindu wedding in 

Delhi, India. The film 

tells the story of a 

wealthy father who is 

trying to insure that his 

daughter's arranged 

marriage goes off with-

out a hitch. Extended 

family members arrive 

from around the world 

for this expensive wed-

ding each with their own 

outlook on ñfamily lifeò 

and what a wedding 

should be. As might be 

expected, chaos ensues 

despite the ñbest laid 

plansò of the father. The 

movie was shown at the 

2001 Toronto and Venice 

Film Festival where it 

earned the Golden Lion.  

It also received a Golden 

Globe award domination.  

So do come and spend an 

enjoyable hour and forty -

five minutes in a cultural 

and climatological setting 

so very different from our 

own.  

Knitting Every Tuesday Afternoon 1:00 - 2:30 in the Parlor  

If you enjoy knitting, the cold winter is a good time of year to make a baby blanket for Haven, My 

Friendôs Place, or Goodwin Community Health for Blanket Sunday in May. Any pattern can be used. 

Hereôs an easy one:   

Cast on two stitches.  

Row 1: knit first stitch, increase in second stitch.  

Row 2: K1, Inc. 1, K1.  

Row 3:  K1, Inc. 1, K1, K1.  

Continue always knitting the first stitch and increasing the second, then knitting to the end of the 

row.  When the finished outside edge  measures 32 inches (this will be half the blanket), start to 

decrease: K1, K2 together, continue knitting to end of row; continue decreasing in this manner 

until you are down to the end. Please use acrylic yarn in pretty colors, with a size 10 straight nee-

dle or any size circular needle.   
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I N OUR CHURCH GALLERY:                                                      

POETRY READING  & N EW SHOW 

Reading: ñMy Favor-

iteò in the Parlorð

Saturday, February 

17th  at 4:00pm  

In celebrating the current 

show óMy Favoriteô over 

10 years of gallery histo-

ry, we look forward to 

hearing your reading from 

a ófavoriteô poem, prose, 

or song/lyric to share in 

the intimate church parlor 

setting. The content can 

range from the religious 

to the secular, from the 

comic to the concerned, 

from the personal to the 

global. We welcome both 

original and selected 

readings from other au-

thors, and invite your 

thoughts, concerns, joys and 

observations. Refreshments 

will be served.  

New Exhibit --  Unity: 

Black, White, and In 

Between: February 24 

to late June 16  

While America struggles 

with issues of race, gender 

and political extremism, art-

ists can help bring unity to 

the world. This show will 

explore unity in a wide vari-

ety of im agesðranging from  

those of social or political 

activity, to abstract art 

bringing unity between ex-

tremes, to portraits of peo-

ple and friends, to land-

scapes where diverse 

forms come together, to 

scenes where animal or plant 

life evokes suggests a unifying 

thread across the natural 

world. The door is open to im-

agine, express, and recreate 

your vision of óunityô wherever 

you see or find it. Please bring 

your work to the office by or 

before Thursday, February 

22nd. And do share your label 

information (name, title, medi-

um, and any added comments 

you wish to provide) to Kristin 

Forselius,  KristinF@ 

CCDurham.org. As always, we 

so very much look forward to 

your contributions.  

Community Church of Durham is proud 

to be a lead supporter of the new Oyster 

River Community Read, a community-

wide collaborative program, where two 

memoirs will be center points for conver-

sation and learning about  racial justice, 

a United Church of Christ priority. Check 

out the website for the extensive calendar 

of events. Begins January 24th!  

 

Please join us on Sunday, February 18th, 4pm in the Chapel at 

Community Church for a screening of Shadows Fall North , a docu-

mentary about the history of slavery in New Hampshire. The screen-

ing will be followed by a conversation facilitated by the makers of 

the film and is one of the many programs offered by ORCR!  
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